
Music professors - NYU in Prague 
 

 
·  Karolína Bubleová Berková - Voice Classes 

 
Karolína Berková graduated from the Music Faculty of the Academy 
of Performing Arts in Prague in the class of R. Tu� ek. In 1997, she 
was the winner of the International Singing Competition of E. 
Destinn and, in 2001, the laureate of the International Singing 
Competition of A. Dvo�ák in Karlovy Vary. 

On the basis of a scholarship awarded by the Italian Cultural Institute, 
Berková completed her singing studies in the first half of 2001 at the 
Conservatorio di G. Verdi in Milan, Italy (Prof. S. Doz, Prof. S. 
Turchetta). 

In June 2000, she was the chief performer in the project entitled “Northern Nights,” which 
staged the song cycles of R. Schumann –Love and Life of a Woman; P. Eben – Loveless 
Songs; and J. K�i� ka – Northern Nights. The project received a favorable reception both from 
the audience and the critics. 

In 2001, she performed as a guest in the W. A. Mozart opera The Marriage of Figaro 
(Cherubino) at the festival in Alden Biesen in Belgium (producer I. Levant). 

Since 2002, she has made regular appearances on the stage of the National Theatre in Prague: 
G. Verdi – Macbeth and W. A. Mozart – The Marriage of Figaro. In August 2003, and in July 
2004, she performed with great success in the title role of Beauty in Glass's opera Beauty and 
the Beast, produced by P. Forman, and, in December 2004, in the role of the Boy in the opera 
of M. Nyman – Man and Boy: Dada (produced by R. Tannenbaum). 

Among her latest successes are, for example, W. A. Mozart: The Marriage of Figaro – tour 
with the National Theatre in Japan and L. Janá� ek: The Diary of a Vanished Man – Paris, 
France. In May 2004, she represented the Czech Republic at the Berlin gala concert of singers 
from the ten countries entering the European Union accompanied by the Berlin Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by L. Shambadal. In September 2004, she appeared with the Czech 
Radio Symphony Orchestra conducted by V. Válek in Mahler's 4th Symphony; in November 
2004, she gave concerts of religious music in Israel. 

 

·  Karel Dole�al - Viola 
 
Prague-born viola player Karel Dole�al studied music at the State 
Conservatory under professors Vincenc Zahradník and Lubomír 
Malý. He supplemented his artistic education studying under 
distinguished professor and viola player Ladislav � erný (the Prague 
Quartet member) in 1972-1975. Dole�al founded his own string 
quartet when he was twenty-four which won the title of laureate at 
the Prague Spring competition in 1975. He was awarded the silver 
medal at the International Festival of Young Soloist in Bordeaux, 



France, in 1977. He frequently performs as a soloist in many European countries and records 
for television and radio (including BBC and others). Dole�al´s main activities are still focused 
on the artistic direction of, and performance with, Dole�al Quartet. The ensemble has made 
successful tours of the United States and Japan. His role as teacher is also important: he has 
conducted masterclasses in Finland, in the Czech Republic as part of the Bohemia Festival, 
and elsewhere. He teaches at the Prague Conservatory. Many of his students are successful in 
their artistic careers at home and in the international context as well (they continue their 
careers in France, Germany, et al.). His students originate from various countries (e.g., 
Norway, Italy, Japan, Korea). 

http://www.lumira.cz/dolezal/ 

 

·  Kate� ina Englichová - Harp 
 
Graduate of the Curtis Institute of Philadelphia, winner of 
Pro Musicis International Award in New York, Kate�ina 
Englichová studied at the Prague Conservatory with Libuse 
Vachalova. A Fulbright scholarship enabled her to study at 
the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, USA, from 1989 to 1994 
with Marilyn Costello. She attended a number of master 
classes with leading harpists, such as Marielle Nordmann of 
France and Helga Storck of Germany.  
 
Englichova has appeared as a soloist with many orchestras 

both at home and abroad, including the Philadelphia Orchestra, San Francisco Chamber 
Orchestra, Concerto Soloists of Philadelphia, City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong, Prague 
Philharmonia, Suk Chamber Orchestra, Brno Philharmonic Orchestra and others.  She has 
also given many chamber concerts with the violin virtuoso Josef Suk, the principal viola of 
the New York Philharmonic Cynthia Phelps, the flautists Eugenia Zukerman and Robert 
Stallman, French violist Gerard Causse, Prazak String Quartet, Martinu Quartet, Czech Nonet 
et al.  
 
She has received a number of prizes at international competitions:  
2nd prize in the Herbert-Hobin competition /1993/ 
1st prize in the Concerto Soloists Competition in Philadelphia /1994/ 
2nd prize in the Young Artists' International Competition in Texas /1994/  
1st prize in the prestigious competition Pro Musicis International Award in New York /1995/, 
which allowed her to give a series of concerts at important venues: Los Angeles, Hong-Kong, 
Rome, Paris, New York 
2nd prize in the International Music Competition, Vienna /1999/ 
1st prize in Torneo International Music Competition in Italy /2000/  
 
In 1997, she won the Czech Radio competition and was chosen to represent the Czech 
Republic at the Bratislava Music Festival in Slovakia. In February 1998, she made her solo 
debut at the Weill Recital Hall in New York. In November 2001, she appeared as a soloist 
with the City Chamber Orchestra of Hong Kong at the City Hall of Hong Kong, and in 
September 2002, she was a guest of Festival d´Ile de France in Paris.  
 



She is a frequent guest soloist at important international festivals:  the Prague Spring, Music 
by the Red Sea – Israel, Pacific Music Festival – Japan, Tanglewood Music Festival – USA, 
Rencontres Musicales d´Evian and Festival d´Ile de France – France, and others. 
 
She regularly makes recordings for the Czech Radio and Czech Television and has several 
CD recordings to her credit.  
 
In 2000, Englichova was awarded the Chamber Music Association prize of the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra for her contribution to the field of chamber music.  
 
 
 

·  Patricia Goodson - Piano 

American pianist Patricia Goodson is active as a 
solo recitalist and chamber musician throughout 
Europe and North America.  Her playing, praised 
by critics as 'powerful and seductive' and 
'breathtakingly virtuosic'  has been featured on 
radio (NPR, BBC, Czech Radio and others) and 
television (US, Poland, Ukraine, Czech 
Republic).  Her solo CD of contemporary 
American music, 'Strange Attractors', for Albany 

Records, received  enthusiastic reviews.   She also records for Czech Radio and Czech 
Television. 
 
Ms. Goodson has lived full-time in Prague since 1991, and came to Prague from Boston, 
where she served as a music tutor and chamber music coach at Harvard University.  While in 
Boston, she performed extensively throughout New England as a soloist and chamber 
musician (Halcyon Trio, Musicians of Wall Street) and toured broadly as a recitalist.  She was 
a regular performer with the Harvard Group for New Music with whom she premiered 
numerous works. 
 
Patricia Goodson's broad repertoire encompasses music by Czech composers of all periods 
such as Fibich, Suk, Tomášek, Janá� ek, Foerster, Fišer, Kapr, Loudová, Matoušek and 
Dvo�ák in addition to masterworks by Mozart, Beethoven, Mendelssohn and others.  She 
works actively with contemporary composers, and has had many pieces written especially for 
her.  One of her commissioning projects was the subject of a show on BBC World Service 
radio. 
 
Upcoming  projects include a tour of Central Europe with the Ciompi Quartet of Duke 
University, and recordings of music by Geraldine Mucha, Arnold Bax, and Beethoven.  She is 
currently making a study of the variation works by Beethoven. 
 
In addition to performing, Ms. Goodson wrote and co-hosted 'Encore', a radio show about 
Czech music for Radio Prague, the English-language service of Czech Radio.  The archives 
can be heard online at http://www.radio.cz/en/article/95399.  She has also written extensively 
about music and musical life for the English-language weekly the Prague Post, and for Strings 
magazine and other publications.   



 
Ms. Goodson received her education at Duke University (BA, with honors) and at the 
Peabody Conservatory (MM).  Among her major teachers were Ellen Mack  and Leon 
Fleisher.  She studied chamber music with Edmund Battersby, Artur Balsam, Giorgio Ciompi, 
and Berl Senofsky.  
 
 

·  Tereza Havelková - Music in 20th Century 

Tereza Havelkova received a Master’s degree (summa cum laude ) in 
musicology from Charles University in Prague in 2001. In the same year, 
she founded HIS Voice, a contemporary music magazine, and she served 
as editor-in-chief until September 2004. She also regularly contributed to 
the music magazines Harmonie and Czech Music and to the Czech daily 
newspaper Lidove noviny.  

From 2002-2003, she was a Fulbright scholar at Columbia University, and in the spring of 
2005 she was a visiting research scholar at Amsterdam University. Currently, Havelkova is 
working on her Ph.D. dissertation on contemporary operatic theatre at Charles University in 
Prague, and she is a member of the ASCA (Amsterdam School of Cultural Analysis) theory 
seminar. 

 

·  Silvie Hessová - Violin 

Violinist Silvie Hessová (b. 1969) graduated from the Prague 
Conservatory in the class of Professor K. P�ibyl in 1989. As first 
violinist of the Eberle Quartet, she was awarded the Prize of Radio 
Paris for the interpretation of the 1st String quartet by L. Janá� ek in 
Evian in 1989. 
 
As soloist she performed with various orchestras, such as Gustav 
Mahler Adagietto, Bari Philharmony, Virtuosi di Praga and 
Bratislava Chamber Soloists. She played at festivals Mitte Europa, 
Prague Autumn, Pontes, the Bach Festival in Würzburg and others. 
Among the conductors with whom she performed are P. Schreier, L. 
Svárovský, A. Scaran, G. Kugi, and M. Rubiconi. 
 
Hessová has performed at numerous domestic and foreign concert 
halls (Germany, Austria, Slovakia, France, Spain, England, Holland 
and Japan). Being a favored chamber player and first violinist of the 

Prague Philharmonic Quartet, she participates regularly in concert series of the Czech 
Philharmonics and co-operates with leading Czech soloists, such as D. Wiesner, K. 
Englichová, M. Knoblochová, D. Holý and others. Hessová has recorded a profile CD 
“Carmen of Phantasy”, and, together with D. Wiesner, a CD commemorating the Year of 
Czech Music, highlighting works by Czech composers (B. Smetana, A. Dvoøák, J. Suk, L. 
Janá� ek).  http://www.silviehessova.cz/index_aj.html  



·  Patrik Hlavenka - Guitar, Jazz Ensembles 

Patrik Hlavenka appeared on the Prague jazz scene for the 
first time with the group Simply Said, and after that with the 
quartet Power of Jazz, where he had already introduced 
himself not only as a guitarist but also as a composer. In 
2004, he acquired a Master's degree at the University of 
Massachusetts, majoring in jazz composition and arranging. 
During his studies he had the opportunity to cooperate with 
musicians such as Ernie Watts, Dave Berkman, Adam 

Kolker and Bob Wiener. In the Czech Republic, he works with notable artists such as Jaromír 
Honzák, Ji�í Slaví� ek, Leona Prokopcová and many others. In 2000, he participated in 
"Guitarfestival," organised by the magazine Muzikus, and he won in the category "Jazz and 
Blues Guitar". In 2003, he was selected to take part in the prestigious "Betty Carter Jazz 
Ahead" - residency for young jazz artists at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. He 
studied privately with Kurt Rosenwinkel and Ben Monder in New York City. 

http://www.patrikhlavenka.com/  

 

·  Beáta Hlavenková - Composition, Jazz 
Piano 

Pianist, arranger and composer Beata Hlavenková (b. 
1978) studied composition in classical music at 
Janá� kova Conservatory in Ostrava. In 2004, she 
graduated from the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, earning a Master’s Degree in “Composition, 
Jazz Composition and Arrangement”.  
 
 Beata is a leader of her own jazz trio with her original 
music. Her musical activities reach beyond the area of 
jazz and classical music.  
 

Beata was a member of group “S‘aight” and, in 2004, released her own CD entitled “S’aight.” 
She plays in the band of Lenka Dusilová.  

In the summer of 2005, Beata’s group “S’aight” won a prize at the prestigious international 
festival in Montreux. The group continues playing under the name “Open Sextet.” 

 
Beata is also a composition teacher at the Conservatory of Jaroslav Je�ek in Prague.  
She is one of the most in-demand pianists on Czech jazz scene. In 2003, she was chosen for 
the Betty Carter Jazz Ahead residence program at Kennedy Center in Washington D.C.  
 
http://www.beatahlavenkova.com/ 
 
 



·  Jaromír Honzák - Upright Bass 

Bassist and composer Jaromír Honzák was 
born in Litom�� ice in 1959. He began his 
musical studies on the piano at the age of six 
and on the double bass at age 14, and 
graduated from the Conservatory of Teplice 
in 1982. After completing two years of then - 
mandatory military service - luckily spent in 
a prominent army band in Prague - Honzák 
quickly became a versatile and sought-after 
bassist, performing with virtually all of the 

major figures of the Czech jazz scene. Honzák co-founded Naima group, which fast became 
one of the most significant Czech jazz groups of the 1980s. Throughout the years he has 
appeared with international artists such as Art Farmer, Phil Wilson, Don Friedman, Alan 
Praskin, Giovanni Bassso, Amina Claudine Myers and Victor Lewis.  

He has performed at a number of international festivals including Sea Jazz Helsinki, 
Ingolstadter Jazztage, Levekusener Jazztage, the Jazz Jambore Warsaw, and the Montreal 
International Jazz Festival. In 1989, Honzák was awarded both Berklee and Fulbright 
scholarships to attend the Berklee College of Music in Boston. There he studied with Bruce 
Gertz, Hal Crook, John La Porta and Rick Peckham, and performed with fellow students 
Jorge Rossy, Kurt Rosenwinkel, Roy Hargrove, Mark Turne nad Chris Cheek. Since returning 
to the Czech Republic in 1990, Honzák has documented his work as a bandleader, bassist and 
composer in three recordings: "Getting There Together" (1995, PJ Music); "Earth Life"(2000, 
Cube Metier); "Present Pas" has been praised as "one of the most significant events in the 
history of Czech jazz” (Harmonie Magazine). 

Honzák collaborates closely with a range of international artists, including Kuba Stankiewicz, 
Piotr Baron, Michal Tokaj, Lukasz Zyta, Christian Rover, Jorge Rossy and David Dor� �ka. 
He performs extensively in Poland where his friend Kuba Stankiewicz has introduced him to 
many of leading musicians of the Polish scene. 

Honzák ´s recordings and compositions have been awarded numerous prizes in the Czech 
Republic and abroad. His CDs "Present Past" and "Earth Life" were each awarded the 
Harmonie Magazine prize for the best Czech jazz recording of 2000 and 2003. His tune 
"Constant Struggle" is featured in the European Realbook (Sher Music). 

Presently, Honzák leads his two bands - Jaromír Honzák Quartet and trio Face of the Bass. He 
works frequently with the young guitarists Petr Zelenka and David Dor� �ka. He is also a 
member of the Eben Brothers band and collaborates with free improvised theatre group Vizita. 

http://www.jaromirhonzak.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



·  Jana Jonášová - Voice Classes 
 
Professor at Prague Music Academy - HAMU, Soprano soloist at 
Prague States Opera, guest artist at Berlin States Opera, Simper’s 
Opera in Dresden, and Amsterdam’s Opera, Jana Jonášová has 
attended festivals in Prague, Salzburg, Edinburgh, Madrid, 
Moscow, and Japan. Her opera roles include Queen of the Night, 
Gilda, Zerbinetta, and Konstance; she has won awards such as 
Artist of the year 1985, UNESCO Award - 1968, Wiener Flötenuhr 
- 1970, Professor of the year in Voice class - 1999, and Masaryk 
Academy of Science Award – 2004. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

·  František Kop - Saxophone 
 
1959 born on August 9 in Prague, Czech Republic 
1972 started to study clarinet (prof. J. Stárek) 
1979 took up tenor saxophone and theory of jazz 
improvisation at the Prague Jazz Conservatory under 
the tutelage of distinguished jazz vibe player and 
teacher Karel Velebný. 

1980 started playing with professional jazz groups and big bands 
1981 two years of service in the Army Arts Ensemble; joined up with several other young 
jazz musicians to form Naima - 3 times the winner of Best European Jazz Group Award 
1983 teamed up with Emil Viklický Quartet - a prominent jazz group in the Czech Republic 
 1984 took a job as a musician on a cruise ship in the U.S.; recorded with Joe Newman and 
Lou Blackburn 
1985-8 touring Europe with Naima and Emil Viklický Quartet; worked as a studio musician 
playing various styles of music 
1993-5 taught jazz improvisation and interpretation at the Prague Jazz Conservatory 
1995 founded his own group, concentrating on original compositions influenced by various 
styles of contemporary music, transcending the boundaries of jazz 
1996 started working in the Committee of the Czech Jazz Society - an organization dedicated 
to support the nationwide advancement of jazz (tutoring and education, information services, 
contests)  
1998 elected as president of the Czech Jazz Society; composed various kinds of music (jazz, 
film and TV music, etc.) 
1999 working with his own quartet, recorded numerous studio sessions (with EBU Big Band 
in Canada, with F. Wesley)  
2000 released CD "Twinkle" with František Kop Quartet  
 
http://www.kopjazz.cz  
 
 
 
 



·  Jaroslav Kubita - bassoon 
 
Jaroslav Kubita studied at the Prague Conservatory under J. Rezác 
and at the Academy of Performing Arts under F. Herman and J. 
Seidl. He is the winner of international competitions in bassoon at 
the Prague Spring Festival (1991) and in Wloszakowice, Poland 
(1988); a laureate of the C. M. von Weber Competition in Munich 
(1987) and the IDRS Competition in Manchester, England (1989). 
A former solo bassoonist of the Czech Radio Symphony Orchestra 
in Prague, he has been a member of the Czech Philharmonic 
Orchestra since 1996. He devotes himself to solo and chamber 
performances.  
 
He has released the CD 18th-Century Czech Bassoon Concerti 

(Vanhal, Pichl, Schimpke); performed at prominent festivals (e.g., the Prague Spring 
Festival); and collaborated with leading orchestras such as the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Prague Symphony Orchestra, Czech Radio Symphony Orchestra in Prague, Dortmunder 
Philharmoniker and Jenaer Philharmoniker. He regularly records for Czech Radio. In addition 
to the Czech Wind Harmony, he is a member of the chamber associations In Modo Camerale 
(www.musica.cz/imc) and the Prague Baroque Ensemble. 
 
 
 

 
·  Jurij Likin – oboe 

 
Jurij Likin, a Czech oboist of Byelorussian origin, studied at 
the Byelorussian Conservatory in Minsk with legendary 
professor Boris Nichkov. He later worked with famous french 
professor and soloist Maurice Bourgue in Paris (1992-1993) 
and in Prague at the Prague Mozart Academy. He also used to 
work with Nicholas Daniel, Ives Poucel, Michael Faust, Jess 
Read, André Cazalet, Wolker Altmann, Hatto Beyerle. He was 
the solo oboe of the Byelorussian Philharmonic in Minsk, 
Petersburg Symphony, Minsk Chamber Orchestra. A winner of 
several national and international competitions (Concertino 
Praga 1984, Baltic republics-Byerorussia-Moldova 
International Competition 1986, USSR National Competition 

1987), Jurij moved to Prague in 1994, first taking up the position of Solo/Principal Oboe in 
the Prague Philharmonia before accepting the same position in the Prague Symphony 
Orchestra, a post he holds to date. As a soloist and chamber music player he is invited very 
often to the music festivals in Europe, Asia and North America. As a member of the Prague 
Wind Quintet he has won the prestigious annual French critics´ prize Choc 1999 of the “La 
Monde de la Musique” for the recording of chamber music by Leos Janacek. He is teaching 
oboe, oboe reed making and oboe repairing master-classes in France, Great Britain, Japan, 
Russia and USA regularly. Since 2009 Jurij Likin is a professor of oboe at the Janacek 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts, Brno. Jurij Likin playes Fossati-Paris oboe model 
20th Anniversary. 
 
 



·  Tomáš Liška - Bass, Jazz ensembles 
 
Born in October 1979 in Rakovnik, Czech Republic. He 
began his musical career at the age of 18 as a bass guitar 
player. From 2000, he studied acoustic bass at the 
“Conservatory of Jaroslav Jezek” in Prague, with Petr 
Korinek as his tutor and soon became a presence on the local 
jazz scene, appearing with an array of musicians at the city's 
most important jazz clubs and festivals. In 2004, he finished 
studying and in the same year he passed the entrance 
examination to the “Jazz College of Jaroslav Jezek” in 
Prague with Jaromir Honzak as his  professor. 
 
Together with the pianist Ondrej Kabrna he founded the 

latin-jazz band “Cuban Summer”. In 2005, he participated in the finals of “Getxo Jazz” in 
Spain with the David Doruzka Trio. He has also played throughout Europe. In 2006, at the 
Sofia International Jazz Festival “Jazz Peak” in Bulgaria, he played in a duo with vibraphonist 
Radek Krampl. 
 
At the present time he cooperates on  the international music scene with artists as diverse as 
Yvonne Sanchez, David Doruzka, Rudy Linka, Beata Hlavenkova, Vibe Fantasy of Radek 
Krampl, Jamie Marshall, Prague Big Band, Cuban Summer, Kontraband of Milan Svoboda, 
Najponk, Veronika Diamant & Voxtory, Private Earthquake, Jan Spaleny, Big Band of Felix 
Slovacek,  Vera Martinova, Zuzana Norisova, Karel Gott and more. 
 
 
 

·  Jan Machat - Flute, Chamber Ensemble 
 
Jan Machat has been the flutist and solopiccolist of the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra since 1987. 
He cooperates on regular basis with number of well-known 
conductors, such as W.Sawallish,V.Askenazy,and V.Neumann, 
to name just a few. 
  
Machat was teaching at the Prague Conservatoire from 1997-
2000 and was also an artistic director of the festival “Young 
Podium” in Carlsbad. He is now teaching privately. Last year he 
was a lector of solo and chamber music at the summer music 
courses “Ameropa” in Prague. 

 
Machat studied  flute at the Prague Conservatoire and the Academy of Music in Prague with 
professor Frantisek Cech. He was a member of the “Chorea Bohemica” group and from 1984-
86 he cooperated with the “Linha Singers”. He has been a member of the “Musica per cinque” 
wind quintet since 1986. He performs often with guitarists Jaromira Jezkova and harpist 
Katerina Englichova. They record for Japanese Label “Exton.” 
 
Machat  plays as a soloist as well as a chamber musician with variety of groups. When the 
time permits, he enjoys jazz music not only as a listener, but also as an active participant. 
http://www.musicabona.com/machat_jan/cd/index.html.cs  



·  Luboš Mrkvi � ka - Composition 
 
Since 2006, the Czech composer Luboš Mrkvi� ka (born Dec 
18, 1978) has been a lecturer at the Academy of Performing 
Arts in Prague (HAMU), where he teaches composition and 
lectures courses focused on compositional techniques of the 
20th and 21st century music.  
 
He has taught composition at the New York University in 
Prague since 2006. After three years of studies at the Prague 
Conservatoire with professor Bohulav � eho�, he studied with 
professor Milan Slavický at HAMU, where he received his 
Ph.D. in 2009. Besides many workshops and compositional 
courses, he completed a scholarship at the Royal College of 

Music in London with professor David Sawer. 
 
 
 

·  Hana Pecková - Voice Classes  

Hana Peckova was born in Prague. She graduated from the 
Conservatory and the Academy of Arts in Prague, where she took 
classes from professor Bela Chalabalova, a former student of the 
famous Italian singer Totti dal Monte. 

Peckova took several lectures with Professor Lisiziana in Weimar 
during her studies at the Conservatory and the Academy. She is a 
laureate of the Prague Mozart Competition at Bertramka and of the 
International Opera Singers Contest BRT TV in Belgium.  

She had performed the majority of her roles at the State Opera theatre in Prague, the 
F.X.Salda Theater in Liberec, the J.K. Tyla Theater in Plzen, and at the Ceske Budejovice, 
Opava and Bratislava theaters. As a guest she has performed at Czech, Moravian and Slovak 
theaters. 

Presently, she is in concert cooperation with the Italian tenor Gaetano Bardini and the 
Ukrainian bass singer Jurij Kruglov. Meanwi1e, she has held several concerts in the following 
countries: Hungary, Italy, Austria, Belgium, Spain, Switzerland, former Yugoslavia, France 
and others. 

 
·  Miroslav Pudlák - Music Theory III, Aural 

Comprehension 

Miroslav Pudlák (www.musica.cz/pudlak) is a Czech composer 
and musicologist who lectures at the Academy of Performing 
Arts in Prague, where he teaches music theory and analysis. He 
is currently the director of the Czech Music Information Centre, 
a research institution that promotes Czech contemporary music 



(www.musica.cz). Under his leadership, the center has developed into a non-profit modern 
arts management facility. It publishes two music magazines (in English and Czech), music 
directories, books and CDs, as well as running an information service on Czech music and 
managing archives and databases. Pudlák also works with MoEns, another contemporary 
music group (www.musica.cz/moens), as a conductor and composer. 

Professor Pudlák's research concentrates on contemporary and 20th century Czech music. He 
has published a monograph and many articles on this topic.  In 1985 he founded the 
contemporary music ensemble Agon, for which he was the artistic director until 1991. He is 
the author of many orchestral and chamber compositions, and he has also written music for 
theatre performances and electro-acoustic music. His music has been performed at 
contemporary music festivals in the USA, Great Britain, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, 
Poland, Finland, Luxembourg, Ukraine, Mongolia and France and has appeared on the label 
Arta Records. 

 

·  Michal Rataj – Composition 

Michal Rataj (born 1975) is assistant professor of 
electroacoustic music at the Academy of Performing 
Arts, Prague. He studied musicology (Charles 
University, Prague) and composition (Academy of 
Performing Arts, Prague) with prof. Ivan Kurz and 
prof. Milan Slavický. He also went to study in 
Egham (UK) and Berlin (D) and as a Fulbright 
Scholar he conducted research in Center For New 
Music And Audio Technologies at University of 

California, Berkeley, CA in the academic year 2007 - 2008. He works also as a radio producer 
for acoustic arts at Czech Radio. He is a member of the EBU Ars Acustica Group, his music 
has been broadcast worldwide and performed throughout Europe and in the USA 

www.michalrataj.com 
www.rozhlas.cz/radiocustica 

 

·  Adéla Štajnochrová – Violin, Chamber Ensembles 
 
Adéla Štajnochrová graduated from the Prague Conservatory in 
the class of  Dana Vlachová (1998), and then continued her 
studies at the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague, in the class 
of  prof. Petr Messiereur. She got her posgraduate degree at the 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, where she 
studied violin with Krzysztof Smietana and baroque violin with 
Rachel Podger. In 1994 she was finalist of the Beethoven 
International Violin Competition (CZ) and in 2002 semifinalist 
of the Gesselschaft Competition held in Munich. She took part in 
many international master classes in the USA, Austria and 
France held by L. Kaplan, S. Ashkenazi, I. Levin, and J. 



Holloway. As a member of ArteMiss Piano Trio, she focuses mainly on chamber music but 
performs also as a soloist with orchestras, gives recitals and cooperates with early music 
ensembles (The Sixteen, Musica Florea, Collegium Marianum). 
 
 
 

 
·  Martin Vojtíšek - Piano 

 
Pianist and composer Martin Vojtíšek (born 
1950) studied piano performance at the  
Academy of Music in Prague as a pupil of 
Ilona Št� pánová-Kurzová. He has played for  
audiences at a large number of concerts in 
various European countries including France  
(Paris), Spain (Sevilla and Córdoba), Italy, 
Germany, Greece, Holland (Rotterdam) and  
Poland. Besides the numerous recordings he 
has made for radio stations he also appears  
on CD recordings of works by Chopin 
(Sonatas, Ballades, Scherzos, Waltzes and  
Nocturnes), Liszt (the Sonata in B minor) 

and of his own compositions (Sonata and the  
Prelude, Chorale and Toccata). He has made the first complete recording of Vít� zslav  
Novák’s piano works. The first CD, featuring Songs on Winter Nights, Reminiscences  
and Youth, was released in 1998 (Supraphon/label Panton 81 9007), the second one,  
featuring Sonata eroica, Barcarolles, At Dusk, Serenades and Bagatelles, was released in  
2001 (Supraphon SU 3575). Since 1974 he has taught at the Prague Conservatory, and  
he has directed courses at conservatories in the Netherlands, Greece and Switzerland.  
Compositions: Concerto for piano and orchestra, Concerto for alto saxophone and string  
orchestra, The Gardener – 3 songs for soprano and orchestra set by R. Tagore lyrics, Trio  
for flute, cello and piano, Sonata for violin and piano, Sonata for flute and piano, Three  
Pieces for clarinet and piano, Sonata for piano, Prelude, Chorale and Toccata for piano,  
Hommage a Bach and 7 Bagatelles for guitar. 
 
 
 
 

·  Al�b � ta Vl� ková - Cello, Chamber ensembles 
 
Al�b � ta Vl� ková graduated from the Prague Conservatory in class of 
J. Pálení� ek (1993), and at the Musical Faculty of the Academy of 
Performing Arts in Prague in the class of Prof. M. Petráš (2002). In 
1992, she became the finalist in the International Violoncello 
Competition Beethoven‘s Hradec. In 1994, she won the second prize 
in the International B. Martin�  competition in Semmering (Austria). 
She participated in international master classes held by A. May, Z. 
Nelsova, St. Apolín, T. Kühne and studied with Prof. Roland Pidoux 
during her half-year stay at the Conservatoire Nationale Superier in 
Paris. She is a member of ArteMiss Trio. She often cooperates with 



orchestras as a soloist or chamber music player. 
 
 
 
 

·  Milan Slavický - Composition 
 
Prof. Slavický taught at NYU in Prague from 1999 to 2008. He 
died in April 2009. Milan Slavický was one of the best-known 
composers in Central Europe. He studied musicology under Jan 
Kapr and Ctirad Kohoutek at Charles University's Faculty of 
Philosophy in Prague (PhD in 1972) and composition at the 
Janá� ek Academy of Arts in Brno. After completing his studies, 
Slavický did a post-graduate course in the theory of music at 
the Academy of Arts in Prague under Karel Jane� ek and Karel 
Risinger and an extramural research project at the department 
of musical science at the Institute of Art History and Theory of 
Czechoslovakia's Academy of Sciences with Karel Risinger. 
Slavický worked as a recording producer for Supraphon 
Records from 1973 until 1981 and later as a free-lance 
composer, recording producer, music editor and musicologist. 

He has been teaching musicology at Charles University since 1990 and composition at the 
Prague Academy of Performing Arts since 1994. Slavický's compositions have been played 
by numerous domestic and foreign orchestras with conductors such as: V.Neumann, 
J.B� lohlávek, and V.Válek. Slavický's composition Porta coeli won the Music Critic's Award 
as the best composition performed in 1992 and in 1995 he was awarded third prize for the 
composition Two Chapters from the Apocalypse.  
 
Besides his teaching at Charles University and the Academy of Performing Arts, Slavický 
was also a lecturer at the Prague Mozart Academy in Dobris (1993-94), an Artist-In-
Residence at Northeastern University in Boston (1989), and gave many lectures and 
workshops in Vienna, Luzern, Leipzig, Bochum, and London among other cities. He 
presented papers at conferences and congresses in Prague, Paris, Lyon, London, Barcelona, 
and Dresden. Slavický published two books, many essays, articles, reviews and was the 
author of many radio programs.  
 
 
 


